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Topic Abstract is not hypothesis 
driven.  
 
Abstract reads as an 
advertisement for a new 
technology, software, or 
company. Content is 
promotional in nature with 
insufficient data. 

Hypothesis is somewhat 
interesting, and methods are 
questionable (ethics, flawed, 
not understandable). 
 
Results are immature, less 
significant or incremental 
progress in the field, missing, 
and/or opinionated with no 
scientific basis. Not related to 
human genetics or genomics. 
 
Identical abstract was already 
declined or not selected for a 
talk and was resubmitted. 

Hypothesis is interesting, and 
methods are sound. 
 
Results are published 
OR 
Results at time of abstract 
submission are 
unpublished and 
somewhat mature, 
represent an advance in 
the field, but are of 
narrower interest. 

Hypothesis is compelling, and 
methods are sound. 
 
Results at time of abstract 
submission are 
unpublished and mature, 
represent a significant 
advance in the field, and 
are of broad interest. 

Hypothesis is compelling, and 
methods are sound. 
 
Results at time of abstract 
submission are unpublished 
and extremely mature, 
represent a top advance in 
the field, and are of broad 
interest. 

Organization and 
content 

Abstract is clearly advertising 
services, rather than 
experimental results. 

Abstract is difficult to 
understand and missing 
hypothesis, methods, and/or 
results. 
 

Abstract is coherent and 
organized with identifiable 
hypothesis, methods, and 
results. 

Abstract is well-written and 
organized with clearly 
outlined hypothesis, 
methods, and results. 

Abstract is exceptionally 
well-written and organized 
with clearly outlined 
hypothesis, methods, and 
results. 
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