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Preview of ASHG 57th Annual Meeting's Presidential 
Symposium:  Genes and Identity
-Wylie Burke, ASHG President

●     The Presidential Symposium, moderated by Dr. Burke, will be presented 
on Friday, October 26, San Diego Convention Center, Hall H

One of the most striking social consequences of genetic 
research has been the exoneration of wrongfully 
convicted prison inmates, some of them on death row, 
using DNA-based evidence. This evolving history is an 
indicator of the broad reach of genome science. More 
profoundly, it demonstrates how the window provided by 
a new technology can raise serious questions about a 
basic social structure, in this case the criminal justice 
system. The successes of the Innocence Project, the 
nationwide nonprofit program that has spearheaded the 

use of genetic evidence for exoneration, represent a DNA-based social good. 
However, a broader exploration of genetics as a source of identity reveals a 
more complex picture. Within the criminal justice system, access to the benefits 
of genetic technology are not uniform; and DNA-based identification also poses 
potential harms, with developments such as large forensic banks and the 
inclusion of family members in efforts to identify criminals.  
 
The complexity extends to other ways in which genes and identity intersect. 
Many people have embraced genomic ancestry tests as a means of gaining 
insights into their genealogical histories and ancestral origins. Yet genetics is 
only one of many sources of personal identity, and may either complement or 
conflict with other ways of determining who we are. Can our multifaceted 
genetic and social identities be reconciled? Will genetics affect the value or 
change the meaning of other sources of identity? There is a need for sustained 
public and professional dialogue, and rigorous research, regarding the interface 
between knowledge of genetic variation and prevailing paradigms of human 
identity.  
 
This dialogue has particular salience for clinicians when genetic identity 
becomes the source for clinical decision-making, or a means to identify persons 
with potentially disabling genetic conditions. Physicians, healthcare researchers, 
and people with disabilities all work from the standpoint of wanting to do what 
is in the best interest of disabled individuals, but the notion of what actually is 
“best” is often understood quite differently among these constituencies. 
Defining a disabled person by genotype may have the unintended consequence 
of diminishing the individuality and promise that are also a part of that person’s 
identity. Genetic information is a potential source of powerful new therapeutic 
insights and opportunities, but also of questions about how we define and label 
people.  
 
This year’s Presidential Symposium will explore the growing potential for 
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The Peter and Patricia Gruber Foundation’s Gruber 
Prize 
Maynard V. Olson, University of Washington, Seattle

  
William Allan Award 
Arthur L. Beaudet, Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, 
Texas
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2007 ASHG Meeting At-a-Glance
  
Sessions and Trainee Events
Click here to view
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Look Forward to Scientific Session Highlights at the 
Annual Meeting, including...
  
Presidential Address: Who Is Under the Umbrella – And Why Are We 
Here?
Wylie Burke, ASHG President, University of Washington School of Medicine, 
Seattle
Wednesday, October 24, 1:00 PM–1:30 PM
San Diego Convention Center, Hall H

“Our Society has expanded remarkably over the past decade, with a 
growing diversity in member interests and disciplinary 
backgrounds...We need to be sure our umbrella is big enough to 
make room for everyone who shares our vision….Are we doing 
enough? Challenges represent the next wave of opportunity for our 
Society.”

Special Plenary Symposium: Evolution and Medicine 
Saturday, October 27, 11:00 AM–12:30 PM
San Diego Convention Center, Hall H

This special symposium, moderated by Drs. Peter Byers and 
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Diddahally Govindaraju, is designed to explore the ways in which 
human evolution, and the evolution of other organisms such as 
infectious agents, shapes the present day medical environment. 
The four talks in the symposium, given by Drs. Michael Bamshad, 
James Evans, Lynn Jorde, and David Valle, will address the role of 
evolution in medicine from the perspectives of population biology, 
ethnic, variation, and individualized medicine, as well as society and 
law.

Trainee Awards Program

For outstanding trainee research in 2007, The American Society of 
Human Genetics will present 30 trainee awards at $300 each to 
semifinalists, based on abstracts scored by members of the 
Program Committee. Of those 30 trainee awardees, 18 finalists (top 
scorers reviewed by the Awards Committee) will receive 
complimentary registration. These 18 finalists’ presentations will be 
evaluated by three reviewers at the meeting in San Diego. Six 
winners will be chosen (one in each category). They will each win 
an additional $200, to be presented on Saturday, October 27, at 
2:00 PM in the San Diego Convention Center, Hall H.

Distinguished Speakers’ Symposium: The Bridge Between Research and 
Practice 
Saturday, October 27, 3:15 PM–5:15 PM
San Diego Convention Center, Hall H

Dr. Elizabeth Hauser, chair of the 2007 program committee, will 
moderate this unique symposium featuring Drs. Priya Kishnani, 
Andrew Feinberg, and Judith Cho, and focusing on the challenges of 
drawing connections between research findings and wider 
application to clinical studies. Their presentations will provide 
exciting examples of research bridging discovery, translation, and 
clinical implementation.

Check online for complete information about the 2007 ASHG meeting.  
 
Abstract Search and Itinerary Planner will be available online after September 6.

TOP OF PAGE

Calling all Counselors and Clinicians!
  
ASHG will host Curbstone Consult sessions again this year at the 
Annual Meeting
 
San Diego Convention Center, Room 24B 
Wednesday, October 24, 11:30–1:00 PM 
Friday, October 26, 12:00–1:30 PM
 
Curbstone Consults provides an opportunity for genetic counselors and clinicians 
to present cases to a group of expert clinical geneticists. Cases may be 
diagnostic dilemmas, or consultation may be sought for confirmation of a 
suspected diagnosis.
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